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seized by the enemy. One of these vessels carried plate belonging to
His Majesty as well as some belonging to private individuals. The
other errant unit of the New Spain fleet undoubtedly carried a good
cargo but no plate.1

The English had lain for days before Havana but now, wisely,
while the weather still held fairly good, they steered for England,
leaving Navarro and Ribera to explain as best they could how things
like these could happen with such a concourse of Spanish vessels in
that bay, including half a dozen galleons not lacking able officers.
As for the irascible campmaster, Texeda described himself2 as
sitting, in a rage, upon the piece of ordnance Navarro had brought
to him, surrounded by foot and horse but unable to lay hand upon
the enemy who sailed back and forth under his very nose and added
the insult of taunting messages to the very considerable material
injury they had inflicted in the capture of at least nine ships.3

Came July 25 and Pedro Menendez Marquez had not appeared.
Therefore, on the syth Diego de la Ribera set out for Spain in
command of 73 sail.4 These were the armada of the guard,
the merchantmen who had wintered in Havana, those whom
Navarro had just brought in from Mexico, and other vessels which
had succeeded in getting through from Santo Domingo, Honduras
and other parts.5 The weather was adverse to their voyage and grew
worse as they proceeded.

Documents Nos. 85 and 86 post are simple relations of eone of the
greatest disasters the American trade ever suffered'6 furnished by the

1 Documents Nos. 82, 85, 86, 89, 95 post. The captor of Ygararan's ship, not yet
identified, may have been assisted by Christopher Newport, Cf. A. de /., 42-1-
9/4, Gontrataci6n 5109, Varte to the House of Trade, San Lucar, October 3,

The identity of the other vessel taken out of the New Spain fleet remains in
doubt in so far as this editor is concerned. According to Document No. 85 post it
was Agustin de Paz's. In Document No. 95 and elsewhere there is mention of a
vessel 'taken with the plate ship* which is described as Navia's or Navea's. It may
have been Paz's and it may not. The fact that ships were called by their own
names (and usually had at least two, one sacred and one profane), by their owner's,
by their captain's and sometimes by their pilot's, makes certain identification
sometimes extremely difficult.
2 A. de /., 42-1-9/4, Contratacion 5109, Texeda to the House of Trade, Havana,
September 29, 1591. Gf. Document No. 82 post.
8 Document No. 86 post.           4 Documents Nos. 85 and 86 post.
6 A. de /., 42-1-9/4, Contratacion 5109, Don Antonio de Mendoza to the House
of Trade, Havana, June 1 8, 1591.
6 Corbett, op. cit.s n, p. 351. Cf. C. Fernandez Duro, Armada Espanota, n,
Appendix 10. Fernandez Duro takes no account of the damage done the armada.
Cf. Principal Navigations, vn, p. 49 et seq.
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